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NOV 25 2003

Chuck Blanaru

Lawyer

Heath & Company

240 - 1808 Bowen Rd
Nanaimo BC V95 5wWq

Dear Mr. Blanaru:

Thank you for your August 7, 2003 letter and the update on the issue of bodychecking in hockey.,
I'apologize for the delay in responding,

This issug is certainly a contentious one for | lockey Canads and jts provincial associalion,
particularfy when, as you have indicated in vour letter, existing scientific data {s braught up
against highly-charged emotions and traditions in hockey.

While self-goveming bodies do have the vight to set their own regudations and thresholds, T agree
thal governments have a responsibility to consider the mmpact of these decisions on public safety,
particularly with respect w children and vouth, To this end, 1 will follow up with my provineial
counterparts oi the appropriate next steps to take in this matter, As well, I have instrucied sialr
in the Sport and Physical Activity Branch to meet with the British Columbia Intjury Research and
Prevention Unit 1o discuss this issue in more depth,

Thark you again {or aking the time to share your sork inthis area with me.

Sincerely,
T HH

(George Abhatr
Mintster
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